
 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lake Burley Griffin Year Round IVV Walk (3 Route Op tions) 

 
This walk has been established by the Canberra Two Day Walk (CTDW) Association and is sanctioned by the 
IVV (International Federation of Popular Sport) as being eligible for credit towards IVV achievement awards. 
If doing the walk unguided, and you wish to obtain the IVV stamp for your record book, please send the 
required fees and the answers to the questions to CTDW, together with the walker's IVV record book(s) and a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope. The books will then be stamped and returned by mail. If a number of such 
“postal arrangement” walks are proposed to be carried out, then the IVV record books, answers, fees etc, need 
only be sent after all the walks have been completed. Alternatively you can get the stamps from the IVV stand 
when attending the Canberra International Walking Weekend, or at one of the monthly IVV/Lions Group 
Walks – see the website for all the details of these walks.  
 
The walk has 3 route options of varying lengths which may be walked in either direction and can start from 
any point along the lake. Two starting locations have been suggested for each walk, and the following route 
descriptions are for walking the entire route clock-wise starting at Grevillea Park (for the 9 km eastern basin 
and wetlands walk). The map has numbers to correlate with the instructions to make this easier. 
 

·  9 km eastern basin and wetlands, starting at  
o Grevillea Park, Menindee Dr (off Morshead Dr) near the Boat House restaurant and Clare 

Holland House hospice – Yellow Pages map 59 ref P13 (para 1 in route description below), 
or 

o Bowen Park, off Bowen Dr – Yellow Pages map 59 ref K15 (para 15 in route description 
below) 

·  5 km central basin, starting at  
o Kings Park, Wendouree Dr near the Carillon, Aspen Island – Yellow Pages map 59 ref M10 

para 36 in route description below) – there is a 2 hour time limit if you park here, or 
o Reconciliation Place, Parkes Place W, park at either Questacon or the National Library – 

Yellow Pages map 59 ref G10 (para 18 in route description below) 
·  16 km western basin 

o Lennox Gardens, Flynn Dr – Yellow Pages map 59 ref D10 (para 21 in route description 
below) 

o Black Mountain Peninsular, off Lady Denman Dr – Yellow Pages map 58 ref L5 (para 30 in 
route description below) 

 
Any of the above walks can be combined up to a total of 30km to circumnavigate the entire lake. 
This is one IVV year round walk with three route options. For IVV event credit, only one of the walks can 
be done every six months (Jan – Jun and Jul – Dec). For distance credit, you can walk either route as many 
times as you wish. 
 
Once you have completed all of these walks, plus the Lake Tuggeranong and Lake Ginninderra Walks, you 
qualify for an IVV “Lakes of Canberra” patch. The patch is free if you have purchased the “Lakes of Canberra 
Passport” ($10). 
 
Please note that you participate entirely at your own risk. 
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Route Description 
 
Walk Option 1: Eastern Basin and Wetlands 
1. After parking at Grevillea Park walk across onto gravel track along the foreshore. Turn L and join the 

concrete foreshore path along the lake just after passing the boat ramp (on right). 
2. Continue on path between the lake (on right) and the “Boat House” restaurant, and then the Hospice 

(both on left). Toilet beside the restaurant 
3. Take R branch, to continue along the Molonglo River to the picnic grounds. (Toilets) 
4. Continue on path along the Molonglo River, which leads onto Dairy Road Bridge (ignore the branch 

to the right that takes you to the airport). 
5. At other end of bridge, follow path (to R), which runs past the disused Dairy Road (on left). 
6. R at the entrance gate to the Jerrabomberra Wetlands car park.  
7. X car park to the entrance into the Wetlands Nature Park, (no dogs allowed) and follow path to R. 
8. Follow main path in the Wetlands Nature Park, passing over a timber bridge, and past a number of 

small turn-offs to “hides” (observation huts). 
QUESTION: What is the name of one of the hides? ………………………… 

9. At the far end of the Wetlands Nature Park, continue on the vehicle track to the road (Newcastle St) 
10. R into Newcastle St and continue almost to the end. 
11. L into The Causeway (double street with trees in median) 
12. R into Sandalwood Street (power switching station on right) and continue to the bend in the road, 

where the name changes to Dawes Street and start of Norgrove Park. 
13. Enter Norgrove Park and stay on the winding path – crossing 2 small foot bridges and passing under a 

shade sail. Exit Norgrove Park at the corner of Printers Way and Eyre Street.  
14. Cross Eyre Street and turn L. R at next road (Wentworth Ave). 
15. X Giles St, and then X Mundaring Dr to enter Bowen Park and take the diagonal walking path 

(concrete blocks) towards the lake. Cross a small foot bridge and then remain on the path along the 
foreshore until you reach the Bowen Park car park (Toilets and optional start point) 

16. Cross to the L and join the parallel bitumen path. Continue along the foreshore passing under Kings 
Ave Bridge. 

To continue the Eastern Basin and Wetlands Walk after going under the bridge, take the first branch to 
your L and then shortly after L again to cross Bowen Drive (with care) at the designated crossing (traffic does 
not stop for pedestrians here). Follow the dirt path up to Kings Ave, cross the bridge on the left side. Follow 
the path till the junction and then turn L - the path that loops back under the bridge on the other side – walk 
continues at para 38. 
 
Description now covers part way through Walk Option 2: Central Basin  
17. Follow foreshore past the National (Art) Gallery and Sculpture Garden, High Court, Commonwealth 

Place (toilets) with the international flag display, and National Library (all on the left) and the lake on 
your right.  

18. Optional parking/start point  for the Central Basin walk is in the car park behind the second set of 
flags. After passing the second set of flags the Australian of the Year Walk starts on the edge of the 
lake (prior to reaching Commonwealth Ave Bridge). 
QUESTION: Name the most recent Young Australian of the Year featured in the Walk? ……… 

19. Continue to Commonwealth Ave Bridge. 
To continue the Central Basin Walk go up either the ramp or steps to cross Commonwealth Ave Bridge on 
the R side and down the ramp or steps on the other side – walk continues at para 34. 
 
Description now continues on Walk Option 3: Western Basin  
20. Continue under Commonwealth Ave Bridge and follow the footpath along the foreshore past the Katie 

Bender Memorial until the path takes a sharp bend to the right.  
21. Continue R and follow the lake edge behind Lennox Gardens and Nara Japanese Gardens. 

Note: Recommended parking/start point (and Toilet) for the western basin walk is at the Lennox 
Gardens car park – to access, cut across the grass to the shared foot/bicycle path that runs parallel to 
Flynn Dr. 

22. At T, when path meets up with the road again, turn R and continue along Alexandrina Dr, passing 
toilets and then Yacht Club on right. 



23. The path eventually bends to left to X Alexandrina Dr (toilets 100m to right off route), just past its 
junction with Hopetoun Circuit and then take bend to R to continue generally along Alexandrina Dr. 

24. Ignore next branch to left (at open area on left), to continue along main path which eventually bends 
right to X Alexandrina Dr again and continue along the lake. 

25. X Weston Park Road, and continue through Weston Park, Westbourne Woods (Canberra Golf Club on 
left), and across a timber bridge and up a short rise. 
QUESTION: What is the 4 digit number of this bridge? ………… 

26. X Dunrossil Drive (Government House access road) and continue along the bitumen path, along a 
fence, and eventually through underpass under Lady Denman Drive. 

27. Take R branch, and continue R again at next branch, through an underpass, and onto Scrivener Dam. 
28. At far end of the Dam, follow path to R, through the open area of northern side of the lake and then 

through a cork oak plantation. 
29. X access road, (Barrenjoey Dr, to the peninsular on right), and eventually past a toilet block, and then 

along Lady Denman Drive (on left) and lake (on right). 
30. The entrance to Black Mountain Peninsular will be to your right – stay on the main path following the 

Sri Chinmoy run signs - do not take the path into Black Mountain Peninsular unless you have used 
this as the optional parking/start point for the western basin walk. 

31. Follow the Sri Chinmoy run signs along the path, which will lead onto and over the bridge over 
Sullivan’s Creek. 

32. Again follow the Sri Chinmoy run sign (L) at next main branch, (away from the lake), crossing 
Liversidge St at top of the rise, then through underpass under Lawson Cres, and then onto path along 
the lakeside again. 

33. Pass the pedestrian overpass (on left) and toilets (on right), and continue along path, which eventually 
runs along Barrine Dr. (on left) towards Commonwealth Ave Bridge. 

To continue the Western Basin Walk, at the end of the car park (on your left), take the L branch, cross the 
road and go to up the ramp to cross the Commonwealth Ave Bridge (right side) and down the ramp at the 
other side – follow the path until you reach the Lennox Gardens car park at para 21. 
 
Description now covers part way through Walk Option 2: Central Basin  
34. Continue along path, to pass under the bridge, and continue into Commonwealth Park on path along 

the lake’s edge. The remainder of the central basin walk is on the newly constructed RG Menzies 
Walk with regular seats and drinking water fountains provided. 

35. Pass the Captain Cook Fountain (on right), Exhibition Centre (on left). Continue over a bridge (with 
Nerang Pool on left), and eventually past Blundell’s Cottage (on left) 

36. Continue on path towards the Carillon (on right) – Recommended parking/start point for the 
central basin walk only (2 hour parking limit applies).  
(You are welcome to take an optional walk around Aspen Island which will add almost another km to 
your walk if you around every “finger”.) 

37. Continue to the end of the wide RG Menzies Walk towards Kings Ave bridge. Central Basin 
description continues at para 39. 

 
To finish the entire circumnavigation of the lake (and Eastern Basin and Wetlands Walk): 
38. Continue under the Kings Ave Bridge and follow the track along the lake’s edge, then detour to the 

gravel track along the foreshore (near where the path joins the road) and return to the start (para 1). 
 
To continue the Central Basin Walk: 
39. When the wide path ends (at the end of the RG Menzies Walk), take the bitumen path to the left and 

up the embankment (veering R) onto Kings Ave Bridge. 
40. At the far end of the bridge, continue on the main footpath along Kings Ave, following the road bend. 

Then carefully cross the curving road to the traffic island, and then across the next road to the far 
corner of King Edward Terrace (The earlier branch off to the right leads to a more dangerous road 
crossing – traffic visibility is poor from this direction.) Turn R, and follow path to lake edge. 

Central Basin Walk continues at para 17. 
 

Congratulations on finishing your walk.  
We trust you enjoyed it, and will tell others about it. 

 



 


